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� Freebies Issue 

 

 
FREE SOFTWARE ISSUE 

 

This issue is a compilation of free 

software that you may find useful. 

 

Very Important!!!  Most downloaded 

new and updates to software now 

seems to have offers for additional 

software which will be installed on 

your computer unless you decline the 

“offer”.  Whenever you download 

software, whether new or an update, 

be sure to uncheck or decline all offers 

for additional software.  I suggest that 

you go to my website – 

www.coastalcomputer.com , click on 

the Newsletter Archive link near the 

bottom of the left pane, and then click 

on the September 2013 issue of this 

newsletter, which has a large article on 

avoiding getting unwanted additional 

software shoveled onto your 

computer. 

 

Ninite – www.ninite.com – is a great 

website that allows you to select from 

about a hundred popular download 

and will then download them without 

the shovelware.  It completely avoids 

the offers by automatically 

unchecking them for you.  I have put 

(N) by all of the following software 

if it is available on the Ninite 

website. 

 

 
HERE IS THE SOFTWARE 

 

Microsoft Office Alternatives:  

OpenOffice (N) and LibreOffice (N) 

are excellent alternatives to MS 

Office.  They open Office files and 

can save in Office format (.doc, docx, 

xls, xlsx, etc.) although you do need to 

go to the preferences to select those as 

the default “save” format. (Both are on 

Ninite) 

 

OpenOffice and LibreOffice have a 

pre-ribbon (i.e. Office 2003) menu 

bar.  If you like to use a ribbon instead 

of the menubar, try Kingsoft Office 

(http://www.kingsoftstore.com/softwa

re/kingsoft-office-freeware).  Kingsoft 

Office is also available for Android 

phones and tablets. 

 

Password Manager:  Your excuse for 

using the same password for 

everything, or a few passwords, or 

variations on them, is your excuse for 

not securing your internet 

logins…which means that anyone 

with some computer smarts can get 

access to all of your financial and 

other private websites.  You really 

don’t have an excuse anymore, 

because there are several good 

password managers available.  I have 

been using RoboForm for many years 

and highly recommend it.  It does 

require a purchase, so if you want a 

free alternative, KeePass (N) has been 

getting a lot of attention recently as a 

free and easy to use password 

manager.  The way a password 

manager works is very simple – when 

you login to a website, the manager 

offers to save the logon information.  

The logons are saved in an encrypted 

file, so you only need to remember the 

master password. Once saved, when 

you return to the website, the manager 

recognizes the page and you just click 

on a button to have the manager 

automatically enter the logon.   

 

Browsers:  Chrome (N) and Firefox 

(N) are excellent alternatives to 

Internet Explorer.  I have all 3 on my 

office computer and generally use 

Internet Explorer only when a website 

notifies me that it requires ActiveX.  

You might also want to give Opera 

(N) a look.  While I don’t yet use 

Opera on my desktop or notebooks, I 

do find it to be my browser-of-choice 

on my phone and tablet. 

 

Anti-Virus:  Now that AVG and 

Avast have joined the shovelware 

bandwagon (seems like a conflict of 

interest) I can’t particularly 

recommend them.  If you really don’t 

want to pay for a high-performing 

internet security suite such as 

Kaspersky, then consider downloading 

& installing Bitdefender Antivirus 

Free 

(http://www.bitdefender.com/solutions

/free.html).  BitDefender often, but not 

consistently, receives very high anti-

virus test scores.  Note though, that 

like the other free internet security 

programs, this download provides 

only antivirus protection and relies on 

the Windows firewall (see next item). 

 

If you use only an anti-virus program 

and not a full internet security suite, 

then you also need something better 

than the Windows firewall.  I would 

recommend either the ZoneAlarm 

Firewall (www.zonealarm.com) or the 

Comodo Firewall 

(www.comodo.com)  

 

Remote Software:  TeamViewer (N) 

is the only free remote control 

software still around, after 

GoToMyPC and LogMeIn abandoned 

their free versions about a year ago.  

Moreover, TeamViewer supports file 

transfers and VPN so it is more like a 

free alternative to the Pro (i.e. paid) 

versions of the other program. 

 

Start Button and Start Menu:  If 

you are using Windows 8/8.1 and miss 

the Start Button and Menu, there are 

many utilities around that will bring it 

back, most of which are free.  I have 

found that Classic Start (N) is the one 

I prefer, as it seems to be closest to the 

Windows 7 or XP versions (you can 

select which style you prefer to use. 

 

Compression:  While Windows 7 & 8 

have built in support for .ZIP 

compressed files, they do not support 

many other compression formats, such 

as the popular RAR format.  7-Zip (N) 

should be on everyone’s computer. 

 

Create PDF files:  My current 

favorite program for creating PDF 

files is CutePDF (N).  CutePDF 

installs as a printer, so anything you 

can print, can be “printed” to a PDF 

file which will then print on any 



computer that has a PDF reader such 

as Adobe Reader or Foxit Reader and 

look and print almost exactly as it 

would if you printed it on your own 

computer. The new Adobe Reader DC 

(free) claims to also be able to create 

.pdf files although I haven’t had a 

chance to check it out yet. 

 

PDF Reader Alternatives: 

 Adobe Reader has many add-ons that 

make it load slowly.  Even with a fast 

internet connection, loading a 100+ 

page pdf file can generate a lot of 

thumb twiddling while you wait for 

the pages to load.  Foxit Reader (N) 

is a popular alternative pdf reader that 

loads even large pdf files very quickly. 

 

PDF File Creation: Adobe Acrobat if 

the premier program for creating .pdf 

files, but it is also expensive.  My 

current favorite free pdf creation tool 

is CutePDF (N).  Like most pdf 

creation programs it loads as a printer.  

When you want to create a .pdf file 

you just print the document, web page, 

or whatever and select CutePDF as the 

printer.  The resulting .pdf file will 

look almost exactly as it would if it 

came out of your own printer, and 

anyone in the world who opens the 

file, regardless of their type of 

computer, will see the same thing.   

 

Take Notes: Evernote 

(www.evernote.com) is a very popular 

note-taking program that synchronizes 

between your computer(s), tablet 

and/or phone.  It is just packed with 

features, including taking screen shots, 

photos (when used on a tablet or 

phone), etc.  Great for everything from 

shopping lists to, oh, whatever you 

want.  Pro and Premium versions are 

also available, but the Free version is a 

powerhouse all by itself. 

 

Play videos and movies:  Windows 

Media Player is free, although it 

doesn’t play DVDs and not always all 

other video files.  VLC (N) is a media 

player that will play almost all media 

files, including movies on DVDs.   

 

Supplemental malware removal:  

While you don’t want to run more 

than one real-time (runs all of the 

time) antimalware program, even the 

best antimalware programs are not 

perfect.  If you want to just get a 

second opinion once in a while, or 

think that malware has slipped past 

your first line of defense, try 

Malwarebytes 
(www.malwarebytes.org) for on-

demand scanning and malware 

removal.  Be sure to uncheck the offer 

for a 30-day trial of the Pro version, as 

you don’t need the Pro version.  

 

Screenshots:  The PrintScreen button 

on your keyboard takes great 

screenshots (copies of your entire 

screen) and using Alt-PrinttScreen 

copies only the active window, and 

that is very handy.  If you want more, 

such as a screen capture utility that 

can grab only parts of a screen and 

allows you to edit the captured 

screenshot if you want to, then you 

want a screen capture program.  Try 

PicPick (www.picpick.org)  

 

Convert PDF files to Office files:  If 

you want to edit the text in a PDF file, 

one way is to copy the text and paste it 

into a Word document.  This works 

much, but not all, of the time and the 

results are not always what you want.  

Try using PdfToWord.  This is a 

website rather than a program, but it is 

very useful.  Just go to 

www.pdftoword.com and upload a pdf 

file and enter your email address.  In a 

few minutes you will receive an email 

with a Word file attached that is a 

converted copy of the pdf file.  

PdfToWord will also convert to Excel 

and PowerPoint documents. 

 

Rename multiple files:  ReNamer 

(www.den4b.com) is a little utility that 

allows you to rename multiple files.  It 

is very useful when you want to 

rename a lot of photo or music files 

from obscure numbers/letters to 

something more descriptive. 

 

Photoshop alternative: GIMP 

(http://www.gimp.org/downloads) is a 

free alternative to Photoshop – well, 

it’s actually somewhere between 

Photoshop and Photoshop Elements – 

that has been around a long time and 

has a large following. 

 

Audio editor:  If you want to edit 

audio files, Audacity 

(http://sourceforge.net/projects/audacit

y/) is the tool to use.  If you want to 

put together your shortened version of 

a tune, or record and edit sound files 

from a non-digital source such as an 

audio cassette tape, LP record, etc., 

and then save as a digital file, then 

Audacity is the program to use.   

 

Spam filtering:  There are many free 

spam filters available.  Internet 

security suites often include a spam 

filter.  One that I have been using for 

many years and have found to be very 

effective is Cloudmark DesktopOne 

(http://www.cloudmarkdesktop.com/e

n/download/all).  Note that the free 

version integrates with email clients 

such as Outlook, Windows Live Mail, 

Thunderbird, etc., and is limited to 

only one email account.  Also, it does 

not work if you access your email on 

an internet browser (webmail) such as 

gmail.com, yahoo.com, etc. 

 

 
 

 

This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 

Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 

need professional computer support or tutoring.  

If you are not currently a client but wish to 

receive this free newsletter, send me a request 

via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 

distribution list.   

 

Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 

information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  

The recommendations are made in good faith 

and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 

cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 

assumes no responsibility for any problems that 

may be encountered as a consequence of the 

recommendations.  I do not make any money on 

products that I recommended – they are just my 

personal suggestions. .Always backup your 

computer daily and make sure that System 

Restore is set to On. 


